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Fish Fund Project Grant Application Form – Category II

Thank you for your interest in applying to the Fish Fund. 

The Fish Fund was established at the WTO in cooperation with the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), and the World Bank, to assist developing and least-developed country (LDC) Members implement the WTO Agreement
on Fisheries Subsidies (AFS). 

The Fish Fund offers two categories of grants. This form is dedicated to applications for Category 2 grants.

Category 2 grants provide support of up to USD 300,000. Only WTO developing and LDC Members that have ratified the AFS are eligible for support. The primary objective of Fish Fund projects is to implement the AFS. To achieve this, project activities should be designed to enhance work in areas such as fisheries management systems, data collection, institutional support, and updates to domestic legislative frameworks. 

Before preparing your application, we strongly recommend reviewing the Fish Fund Factsheet as well as relevant M&E Resources on the Fish Fund website, including the Fish Fund Theory of Change and Logical Framework: https://www.wtofishfund.org/en/resources 

Please ensure that the information provided is complete, up to date, and accurate. Your application will undergo a thorough evaluation by the Fish Fund Secretariat. Shortlisted applications will be reviewed by FAO, IFAD, WTO and the World Bank, as well as the Fish Fund Steering Committee.

The deadline to submit applications is 24 April 2026. For any questions, please contact the Fish Fund Secretariat: fishfund@wto.org.


1. [bookmark: _Hlk219125656]Title of the grant application:

The title should clearly indicate the main objective of this application in a short and concise manner, for example:

• Analysis, reports and sector studies for the implementation of Article X of the AFS in Member

• Update of legislative frameworks and institutional support for the implementation of Article X of the AFS in Member

• Capacity building and technical assistance for the implementation of Article X of the AFS in Member

• Data collection for the implementation of Article X of the AFS in Member

• Improvements or setup of fisheries management system for the implementation of Article X of the AFS in Member

____________________________

2. WTO Member or Members submitting this application:

Please enter the name of the Member submitting this application in the space below. If more than one Member is submitting this application, please list the names in alphabetical order and separated by commas.

Please note that only governments from developing and least-developed WTO Members that have deposited their instruments of acceptance of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies with the WTO Director-General are eligible to apply for funding. A full list of WTO Members that have deposited their instruments can be found here:

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/rulesneg_e/fish_e/fish_acceptances_e.htm  

____________________________

3. Government agency or organization responsible for the implementation of this grant and its reporting to the Fish Fund:

Requests must be submitted by national governments (ministries, agencies or public entities) responsible for implementing the project grants.

Please enter the name of the organization responsible for the implementation of this grant and its reporting to the Fish Fund in the space below. For multiple Members, please add the agency per Member.

____________________________

4. Was this grant application developed through a Category I Fish Fund grant?

Please note that Category 2 projects should be based on prior assessments of national needs for implementing the AFS disciplines in order to address the identified gaps.

☐  Yes.

☐  No.

☐  No, another needs assessment was conducted.

If yes, provide further details on the needs assessment that was conducted.

Briefly explain the findings of the assessment including the main priorities and relevance for implementation of the AFS, national consultations held, engagement with Fish Fund core partners (FAO, IFAD, WBG, WTO) during the needs assessment/project preparation phase, engagement with other donors and technical agencies willing to collaborate on/co-finance the Category 2 project.

If No, please provide evidence of studies or analyses demonstrating that this application is based on a prior assessment of the Member's needs regarding the implementation of the AFS.

____________________________

5. Briefly describe the national context including challenges for implementing the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies in your country/territory or region. 

Please make direct reference to the disciplines contained in the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies, where possible.

A full text of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies can be accessed at:
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/rulesneg_e/fish_e/fish_e.htm   

____________________________

6. Category II grants provide resources to support the effective implementation of the disciplines set out in the articles of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies.

Select the article or articles of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies that this project grant will support.

Please review the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies before answering this question: 
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/wtmin22w22.pdf  

☐  Article 3 - Removal of Subsidies Contributing to IUU Fishing.

☐  Article 4 - Removal of Subsidies Regarding Overfished Stocks.

☐  Article 5 - Removal of Other Subsidies.

☐  Article 8 - Notification and Transparency.

☐ Other (please specify).

____________________________

7. [bookmark: _Hlk219126077]Select the option or options that best describe the main objective of the grant application and its alignment with the Fish Fund Category II window.

The Fish Fund's Theory of Change provides three possible outcomes for Category 2 applications. While the proposal may touch on or address other outcomes, please select the outcome that will be the main focus of this application. 

Please review the Fish Find Theory of Change before answering this question:

https://www.wtofishfund.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/EN%20-%20Logical%20Framework.pdf  

☐  Revision of the national legislation, regulation, or procedures to align with the AFS disciplines.

☐  Stakeholders actively applying skills in activities contributing to the implementation of the AFS disciplines.

☐  Data collection and mgmt. systems are in place to help grant recipients monitor and report in alignment with the AFS disciplines.

☐  Other (please specify).

____________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk219126097]8.	Select the option(s) that best describe the main outputs of the grant application and how they will contribute to the achievement of its objectives.

The Fish Fund's Theory of Change provides five main outputs for Category 2 applications. 

Please review the Fish Find Theory of Change before answering this question: 
https://www.wtofishfund.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/EN%20-%20Logical%20Framework.pdf    

☐  Development of analyses, reports and sector study to support the formulation of legislative documents in alignment with the AFS disciplines.

☐  Drafted revisions for national fisheries legislation, regulations and procedures to align with AFS disciplines.

☐  Training and workshops conducted on data collection, vessel monitoring systems, inspection, notification processes, and areas related to AFS disciplines.

☐  Research conducted, with templates and tools developed for data collection to assess marine stocks.

☐  Improvement in fisheries management systems, electronic reporting systems, or other monitoring tools.

☐ Other (please specify).

For each output identified, please provide a list of activities relevant to each output, for example:

· Collect data for assessing marine stocks (staff trained on research and data collection, data collected on fish stocks, subsidies contributing to the depletion of overfished stocks removed, notifications submitted to the WTO, etc) 

· Build capacity (number of persons trained on monitoring and reporting, tools introduced to enhance monitoring and coordinate reporting, number of notifications submitted, etc.)

· Conduct sectoral studies (increase in the number of inspections, improvements to vessel monitoring systems, etc.)

Please review the Fish Find Theory of Change before answering this question: 

https://www.wtofishfund.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/EN%20-%20Logical%20Framework.pdf      

____________________________

9.	Indicate the expected duration for implementation and completion of the grant:

☐  12-18 months.

☐  18-24 months.

☐  24-36 months.

☐  Other (please specify).

____________________________

10.	Upload a workplan in Excel format indicating outputs, activities, milestone indicators, and risk mitigating measures, with the corresponding timeline for implementation. A workplan template can be downloaded via the link below:

https://www.wtofishfund.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/EN_Implementation%20Plan_Cat%20II.xlsx
[bookmark: _Hlk219282626]  
____________________________

11.	Does this grant application support activities that have been directly linked to an approved national strategy or plan? If yes, please name the document and indicate whether there is an explicit reference to the implementation of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies.

☐  Yes.

☐  No.

☐  Maybe.

____________________________


12.	Indicate whether your government is or has been a beneficiary of support from support from Fish Fund core partners or other specialized agencies with the objective of supporting the implementation of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies and/or issues relating to IUU fishing. If yes, please provide a description of the support measure and its implementing partner, with a brief explanation on how this grant application will avoid duplicating activities and/or resources.

☐  Yes.

☐  No.

____________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk219121965]13.	Indicate if this grant application will benefit from implementation support from any of the Fish Fund partners. If support will be provided by other international organizations or WTO Members, please specify under 'Other'.

☐  Yes.
☐  FAO
☐  IFAD
☐  World Bank
☐  WTO

☐  No.

☐  Other:

____________________________

14.	Indicate the total amount requested from the Fish Fund in United States Dollars (USD). Upload an indicative budget in Excel format. The budget should also include any additional financial or in-kind contributions from the government and other agencies. The budget template can be downloaded via the link below:

https://www.wtofishfund.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/EN_Budget%20Template_Cat%20II.xlsx

Please note that Category II grant applications can benefit from a maximum of USD 300'000. Applicants will be required to submit a detailed line-item budget in Excel format demonstrating how the Fish Fund grant would be used. 	

____________________________

15.	Indicate any additional sources of funding or in-kind contributions from the beneficiary government and or other organizations.

Applicants must provide information on in-kind, administrative, or financial contributions to be made by the beneficiary of the project grant. In-kind contributions from the beneficiary government may include staff time, meeting rooms, and other administrative or logistical costs.

Additional contributions should be provided per entity, with an explanation of how these resources would be allocated and how they would complement the resources of the Fish Fund.

____________________________

16.	Describe the benefits of the project beyond its duration and how the achievements will be secured and used after the implementation period.

____________________________

17.	Provide a brief description of the communication strategy that will be used to disseminate information about the grant and its intended audience.

____________________________

18.	Indicate communication channels that will be used to share information about the project and from the Fish Fund? 

☐  Government website or social media

☐  Local media (TV, news, etc)

☐  Through partner organizations websites and social media

☐  Other

____________________________

19.	Upload a letter of endorsement from the government entity responsible for implementation.

____________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk219126233]20.	Any additional comment or observation relevant to consideration of the application.

____________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk219126250]21.	Contact point for this application

Provide the full name, email address, and contact information of the focal point responsible for the project. For multiple Members, please enter a focal point per Member. 

Please note that this person will be contacted by the Fish Fund Secretariat in case of questions or comments. 

____________________________

22.	Date of Submission

Only applications received by the deadline will be considered. Application deadlines are available on the Fish Fund website or by contacting the Secretariat at fishfund@wto.org.
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