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Fish Fund Project Grant Application Form – Category I


Thank you for your interest in applying to the Fish Fund.

The Fish Fund was established at the WTO in cooperation with the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), and the World Bank, to assist developing and least-developed country (LDC) Members implement the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies (AFS).

Category I grants provide up to US$ 50,000 for quick, lower-cost support for studies and initial assessments of compliance with the disciplines contained in the AFS. This category of funding can also be used to prepare a proposal for Category II funding support.

Before preparing your application, we strongly recommend reviewing the Fish Fund Factsheet as well as relevant M&E Resources on the Fish Fund website: 
https://www.wtofishfund.org/en/resources 

The deadline to submit applications is 24 April 2026. For any questions, please contact the Fish Fund Secretariat: fishfund@wto.org.


1. [bookmark: _Hlk219125656][bookmark: _Hlk219125695]Title of the grant application:

The title should clearly indicate the main objective of this application in a short and concise manner, for example:

· "Assessment of needs to facilitate Member's implementation of the AFS"
  
· "Study to identify needs and prepare a proposal to improve Member's Fisheries Management Systems"   

· "Identification of Institutional and Capacity Building Needs in Member to implement the AFS" 

____________________________

2. [bookmark: _Hlk219125705][bookmark: _Hlk219125672]WTO Member or Members submitting this application: 

Please enter the name of the Member submitting this application in the space below. If more than one Member is submitting this application, please list the names in alphabetical order and separated by commas.

Please note that only governments from developing and least-developed WTO Members that have deposited their instruments of acceptance of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies with the WTO Director-General are eligible to apply for funding. A full list of WTO Members that have deposited their instruments can be found here:

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/rulesneg_e/fish_e/fish_acceptances_e.htm  

____________________________

3. [bookmark: _Hlk219125730]Government agency or organization responsible for the implementation of this grant and its reporting to the Fish Fund:

Requests must be submitted by national governments (ministries, agencies, or public entities) responsible for implementing the project grants.

Please enter the name of the organization responsible for the implementation of this grant and its reporting to the Fish Fund. For multiple Members, please add the agency for each Member.
____________________________

4. How the project aligns with the Fish Fund Theory of Change (Category I)? 

Category I grants are designed to provide support to WTO Members for initial needs assessments that support WTO Members in the implementation of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies, or for the development of a Category II project application document.

Applications must be fully aligned with the Fish Fund's Theory of Change, which can be found via the link below.

https://www.wtofishfund.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/EN%20-%20ii.%20Theory%20of%20Change%20-%2024042025.pdf   

☐  The main objective of this grant application is to produce a needs assessment to support the implementation of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies.

☐  The main objective of this grant application is to support the preparation of a project proposal for a Category II project application, or another source of financing. If other, please specify the envisioned source of funding below.

__________________________________________

5. [bookmark: _Hlk219283524]Indicate the total amount requested from the Fish Fund in United States Dollars (USD). Upload an indicative budget in Excel format, including estimated costs for experts, consultations, and outreach activities). The budget should also include any additional financial or in-kind contributions from the government and other agencies. The budget template can be downloaded via the link below:

https://www.wtofishfund.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/EN_Budget%20Template_Cat%20I.xlsx

Please note that Category I grant applications can benefit from a maximum of USD 50'000.

____________________________

6. [bookmark: _Hlk219282626]Briefly describe the national context and challenges for implementing the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies in your country/territory or region. 

Please make direct reference to the disciplines contained in the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies, where possible.

A full text of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies can be accessed at: 
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/rulesneg_e/fish_e/fish_e.htm   

____________________________

7. [bookmark: _Hlk219283437]Does this grant application support activities that have been directly linked to an approved national strategy or plan? If yes, please name the document and indicate whether there is an explicit reference to the implementation of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies.

☐  Yes.

☐  No.

☐  Maybe.

____________________________

8. [bookmark: _Hlk219283458]Indicate whether your government is or has been a beneficiary of support from Fish Fund core partners or other specialized agencies with the objective of supporting the implementation of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies and/or issues relating to IUU fishing. If yes, please provide a description of the support measure and its implementing partner, with a brief explanation on how this grant application will avoid duplicating activities and/or resources.

☐  Yes.

☐  No.

____________________________

9. [bookmark: _Hlk219121965][bookmark: _Hlk219283472]Indicate if this grant application will benefit from implementation support from any of the Fish Fund partners. If support will be provided by other international organizations, please specify under 'Other'.

☐  Yes.
☐  FAO
☐  IFAD
☐  World Bank
☐  WTO
☐  No.

☐  Other:

____________________________

10. [bookmark: _Hlk219121852]Provide additional information on other government departments that are expected to play a role in the implementation and or collaboration of this grant.

____________________________

11. Indicate the expected duration for implementation and completion of the grant:

☐  1-3 months.

☐  3-6 months.

☐  Other (please specify).

____________________________

12. [bookmark: _Hlk219126200][bookmark: _Hlk219283765] Provide a brief description of the communication strategy that will be used to disseminate information about the grant and its intended audience.

____________________________

13. Indicate communication channels that will be used to share information about the project and from the Fish Fund? 

☐  Government website or social media

☐  Local media (TV, news, etc)

☐  Through partner organizations websites and social media

☐  Other

[bookmark: _Hlk219126219]____________________________

14. [bookmark: _Hlk219283793]Upload a letter of endorsement from the government entity responsible for implementation.

____________________________

15. [bookmark: _Hlk219126233]Any additional comment or observation relevant to consideration of the application.

____________________________

16. [bookmark: _Hlk219126250]Contact point for this application

Provide the full name, email address, and contact information of the focal point responsible for the project. For multiple Members, please enter a focal point per Member. 

Please note that this person will be contacted by the Fish Fund Secretariat in case of questions or comments. 

____________________________

17. Date of Submission

Only applications received by the deadline will be considered. Application deadlines are available on the Fish Fund website or by contacting the Secretariat at fishfund@wto.org. 
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